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 Released on Friday 12 March 2010
Loan shark who targeted poorly paid Filipino workers sentenced to 15 months in jail
A 44-year-old woman who illegally lent money to poorly paid workers from London’s Filipino community has been sentenced to 15 months in prison, at Isleworth crown court today. 
Heide Wahida Baker, of Bourne Avenue, Hayes, in the London Borough of Hillingdon, pleaded guilty at an earlier hearing to illegal money lending, two counts of money laundering, fraud and two counts of illegally possessing people’s passports. 
She falsely told her ‘clients’ that the transactions took place within the Philippine Embassy and were therefore governed by Philippine law, and kept original and copies of passports as ‘security’.
Her victims were all from the Filipino community in Brent, Barnet, Fulham, Southwark and Redbridge. Today’s hearing found that in 2008 alone her ‘business’ had a turnover of £393,000.
Baker was investigated and prosecuted by the London Trading Standards illegal money lending team, in partnership with Hillingdon council.
Kathy Sparks, deputy director of environment and consumer protection at Hillingdon, said: "Hillingdon Council will always support other agencies to ensure that tough action will be brought against those who exploit others in this way. This case sends out a very clear message that people who undertake this illegal activity will face the consequences and it provides a stark reminder to others not to turn to illegal money lenders."
One of Baker’s ‘clients’ borrowed £500 but was told that she was responsible for a £1,600 loan given to a relative. Her ‘debt’ was increased to £2,100 with monthly interest charges of £210. This victim was forced to hand over her passport as security as well as her savings account card and PIN, from which Baker took £350. 
Baker gave a number of her victims a document to sign headed ‘Trust Receipt of Money and Jewelry’ (sic) suggesting that she was entrusting money or jewellery to them. The document falsely claimed that the transaction was ‘done inside the Philippine Embassy in London’ and further stated that ‘the Philippine Criminal Law’ should govern the transaction.

When Baker’s property was searched by the illegal money lending team in February last year a number of passports were found along with fake Philippine Embassy documents.

Peter Richardson, manager of the London Trading Standards illegal money lending team, said: “This is a great result for the victims who came forward and it should give communities in London the confidence that we will help and continue to bring these loan sharks to justice. I was also pleased to hear the presiding judge say that the term ‘loan shark’ was exactly the right one to use for Baker.”
Baker was sentenced to 15 months for illegal lending and money laundering, 12 months for fraud and 9 months for the illegal possession of passports. All sentences are to be served concurrently.
Nationally the Stop Loan Sharks project has so far helped more that 11,500 victims, written off more than £31million of illegal debt and secured more than 50 years in prison sentences.

Ends

Notes to Editor

Section 39 of the Consumer Credit Act 1974 states. “a person who engages in any activities for which a license is required when he is not a licensee under a license covering those activities commits an offence.”  The offence is punishable upon conviction on indictment with a maximum fine of £5000 or 2 years imprisonment.

The Office of Fair Trading regulates consumer credit licenses.  A public register can be searched free to check and verify if a lender is licensed to trade.  Visit http://www2.crw.gov.uk/pr/Default.aspx
The London Illegal Money Lending Team has direct links through partner organisation Toynbee Hall with ‘Capitalise’ – London’s debt advice partnership, whose 59 advisors across the capital help loan shark victims deal with any debts to legitimate creditors.  www.toynbeehall.org.uk  Phone 02072476943

Funded by BIS (Department for Business, Innovation and Skills) the London Illegal Money Lending Team was launched in Hackney, Newham and Tower Hamlets boroughs by London Trading Standards Authorities (LoTSA), the umbrella body which co-ordinates London-wide Trading Standards campaigns www.lotsa.org.uk . The team will track down and prosecute illegal money lenders in the capital.  There are six other teams operating across England, Wales & Scotland. www.direct.gov.uk/stoploansharks 
Supporting Loan Shark Victims - Putting Loan Sharks Behind Bars
www.direct.gov.uk/stoploansharks   Phone 0300 5552222 London Duty Officer 0207 364 6886


