ROGUE TRADING ALLEGATIONS FORCEWIDE 

Five men have been charged with a number of criminal offences following a lengthy investigation by Devon&Cornwall Police into the activities of a group of tarmac driveway traders. 

The men were originally arrested in March 2007 while they were undertaking work at premises in Buckfastleigh, Devon. 

Police Officers in Devon&Cornwall have worked closely with the Government funded regional Trading Standards Scambusters Team that covers the East of England, London and the South East during the investigation.  Police Officers from West Mercia and Gloucestershire have also been involved in the investigation.   

Those charged are James Ball (aged 26), Shaun Ball (aged 21), Mark Lee (aged 28) and Kieran Thompson (aged 23) from Gloucester and Billy Wood (aged 25) from Kent. They have been charged with 20, 26, five, three and two offences respectively. They have been variously charged with offences of conspiracy to obtain a pecuniary advantage, conspiracy to make false representations, handling stolen property, money laundering and other Theft Act 1968 and Fraud Act 2006 offences. The charges arise from incidents of alleged rogue trading which have occurred at both private homes and business premises. The men appeared before Plymouth Magistrates on 12 June 2008 and have been bailed to appear at the Plymouth Crown Court on 19 September 2008.

A spokesperson from Devon &Cornwall Police said: “The Constabulary has been working with the Scambuster Team and colleagues in other Force areas to gather evidence regarding alleged offences relating to what is often referred to as ‘rogue trading’. 

“These particular matters relate to driveway re-surfacing works, which were carried out in the names of businesses known as Nationwide Tarmac, Associated Roads and Three County Surfacing Ltd.

“The Constabulary submitted a file to the Crown Prosecution Service who advised that the defendants should be charged with the criminal offences disclosed. We are grateful to our colleagues in other Forces and within the Scambuster Team for the support given in taking these allegations forward.”

A spokesperson from the Trading Standards Scambusters Team said: “I would reiterate the usual advice to householders that they should never deal with home maintenance traders who arrive uninvited on the doorstep.” Anyone who wishes to report rogue trading activity should call Trading Standards via Consumer Direct on 08454 04 05 06.

Police ref: MCD/07/40050; MCF/07/7838; MCF/07/7841; MCD/07/40051; MCF/07/7846
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